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Friends are vital to life.  

Friends are the ones who see and know us in ways and places the rest of the world does not.  

Friends show up in the unplanned and unpolished places. They hold our hands and hearts when 

we are involved in an ugly cry or an amazing personal triumph.  

They are the ones who know our weaknesses and use that knowledge to help us get out of our 

own way; never to tear us down.  

They are the ones who celebrate our strengths and walk with us as we become better versions 

of ourselves.  

Jesus too had friends.  

Perhaps not friends who knew his weaknesses because he had no weakness, but friends none 

the less, who knew his ways, his needs, his house, his favorite clothes, his unspoken prayers in 

addition to his public healings. 

These were Jesus’ friends who knew his humanity more than the crowds that followed his 

divinity.  

This was Mary and Martha who perhaps knew his favorite foods and how he best relaxed at 

their home.  

This was John who loved Jesus so well, Jesus chose him to love his mother after his death.  

This was Peter who shared his house with Jesus and whose people had become Jesus’ people…. 

Peter’s mother-in-law was part of Jesus’ extended family.  

This was Joseph of Arimathea who knew how Jesus’ brain worked and watched him make his 

argument before the ruling Jewish Council.  

This was Nicodemus who knew where Jesus lived and felt close enough to enter his home even 

under the cover of night.  

Jesus too had friends.  

And these friends, like ours, mattered the most in the moments of deepest trial. These were 

the friends he trusted with those he loved most, those he believed would love his beloved like 

he would, those who could see his nakedness, cover his shame, guard his feelings from public 

gawking, and cover his wounds.  



Today our devotional focuses on what Max Lucado refers to as the Friends who Take Jesus’ 

Body, Chapter 32 of the book On Calvary’s Hill.  

Jesus had breathed his last breath. His body was broken, bruised, and bleeding. Jesus was dead; 

no longer able to defend his best interests.  

And it was his friends – Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus who came to collect their beloved.  

Joseph and Nicodemus were not Galilean fishermen. These were not outcasts. There were not 

lame made to walk or blind made to see. These were studied men of the high society of 

Jerusalem. These were religious leaders. These were men who had enough resources to give a 

fully empty, totally unused tomb for Jesus’ body. And they had come to so love this Jesus of 

Nazareth that they used their power and privilege here to cover, to carry, to hold in whatever 

way they could, the remnants of their friend and Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Going to Pilate Joseph asked for Jesus’ body and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 

Matthew 27:58  

Max Lucado reminds us that they were still perhaps secret friends – Like Nicodemus who had 

traveled to ask Jesus questions at night – they come now to the high roman authorities and ask 

for the body of the prisoner just hanged. Perhaps they prodded the solider. Just take the body 

down. We will take it from here. Secret or not, they were the true friends who knew Jesus’ 

body and reputation and heart would be best held in their hands. 

Max Lucado imagines what the scene would look like. “Joseph of Arimathea kneels behind the 

head of Jesus and tenderly wipes the wounded face. With a soft wet cloth he cleans the blood 

that came in the Garden, that came from the lashing and from the crown of thorns. With this 

done, Joseph closes Jesus’ eyes tight. Nicodemus unrolls the linen sheeting that Joseph brought 

and places it on the rock beside the body. The two Jewish leaders lift the lifeless body of Jesus 

and set it on the linen. Parts of the body are now anointed with perfumed spices. As Nicodemus 

touches the cheeks of the master with aloe, the emotion he has been containing escapes.”  

Perhaps what I love most about this part of the story – is the transformative nature of true 

friends. Nicodemus and Joseph were different men because they had loved, shared with, 

walked beside, and shared friendship with Jesus of Nazareth.  

Nicodemus had been doubtful that someone who is old could be born again. Jesus changed 

him.  

Joseph of Arimathea had been unsure of breaking rank with the Jewish council. But his love for 

Jesus his friend, compelled him beyond his fear.  



And because the friendship changed them; they came to change the way a prisoner’s body 

would be buried. In small, perhaps inconsequential ways, they sought to honor the love they 

had shared.  

Love has a way of changing us. Jesus’ response to Nicodemus concluded in perhaps his most 

well-known statement of all from the gospel of John 3:16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever believes in Him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.  

God’s love changes us 

In these hard times as we shelter in place or push through as essential employees to work at 

risk to our own health and life, the love of friends becomes transformational.  

The power of the community of faith is that it connects us both to the love of God and the love 

of others. No friend is as faithful as God. But true friends who love us with the love of God 

radically deepen our faith, change the journey we make, and ultimately lead us closer to God.  

Today, give thanks for the friends who love you well.  

Give thanks for the ones you entrust with those you most love.  

Give thanks for the ways that love has changed you 

Give thanks for the work of a God that is always incarnational – incarnate, made flesh, in the 

person of Jesus Christ and made flesh in the friends God puts around you.  

Tomorrow is Holy Thursday where Jesus turns a Passover meal into an invitation to eternal 

communion and a handwashing ritual into foot washing symbolizing humility and servanthood.  

Today is also Day 17 of our 21 Days of Prayer and Fasting . Today we focus on Praying for our 

Leaders and World leaders in exactly the moments when Jesus redefines leadership and 

service.  

The Gospel of John, chapter 13 brings us this beautiful witness to love and friendship as Jesus 

takes off his outer garment and moves one by one around the Passover table washing the dirty 

feet of his disciples, even the ones who will betray and deny him. His act is not just about 

kindness. It is a witness to the power of love and friendship and service. It is a new kind of 

leadership.  

12 When Jesus had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. 

“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 



‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you 

should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, 

nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, 

you will be blessed if you do them…. 34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another. 

Jesus teaches some more in these last earthly moments. And in John 15, he returns to the topic 

of  friendship again.  

13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are My 

friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does 

not understand what his master is doing. But I have called you friends, because everything I 

have learned from My Father I have made known to you.… 

Jesus had friends who sat and shared dinner with him.  

Jesus has called us Friends 

We are called to be friends who love one another as Jesus has loved us.  

Jesus had friends who were so changed by his love that they gathered around his bruised body 

and prepared it with love, even as Jesus waited three days to show them just how powerful 

Love can be.  

Today give thanks for the friends who model Christ to you.  

And be a friend who loves, so that others will know you are disciples of Christ by the way you 

love them and each other! 


