
March 24, 2020 

Greetings fellow friend of THE WAY 

“The Way” was a New Testament name for the followers of Christ. And today as you open your 

eyes – my prayer is that you will find yourself in the way…the way of truth…the way of 

peace…the way that leads to life…the way of the Lord. Hanging on my wall as I write this 

devotional is a watercolor picture with the following verse from Isaiah 30:21 

Whether you turn to the right or to the left, 
your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, 

“This is the way; walk in it.” 

Some days it is impossible to have a long term or a complete plan. We focus on just the next 

decision ahead of us. We need to trust the voice that leads us one step at a time. There is a way 

and God is with us each step as we discover how to walk in it. This pandemic is definitely a one 

day at a time journey. I am grateful we serve a savior that will lead us in The Way! 

Our 21 Days of Prayer and Fasting intends to bring us to the place where we do hear God’s 

voice behind us with each step. But coming to a close clear communication with God takes time 

and ears to hear.  

Today is Day 2 in our 21 days of Prayer and Fasting and prayer focus for today is Mercy. Mercy 

is a great word for day two. If you missed day one there is mercy that is new each day. Start 

now. If you tried to focus on repentance yesterday and your mind wandered and your day 

exploded – remember the steadfastness of God’s love is unparalleled. Mercy is new every 

morning. Today we can lean anew into God’s faithfulness.  

In fact, my favorite scripture about mercy is from Lamentations 3:22-23 and is the inspiration 

for the beloved hymn Great is thy Faithfulness  

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness. 

If you have not yet begun this journey of prayer and fasting – I invite you to join us – new every 

morning is the invitation.  

As part of the 21 days of prayer and fasting you are encouraged to pray at least two times 

(morning and night). Your prayer should focus around the topic for the day – mercy:  

• asking for mercy,  



• asking for strength to show mercy to others,  

• giving thanks for God’s mercy. 

Second, you are encouraged to fast from something during the day. Each time you reach for 

this item or think about it, you are encouraged to return to the prayer focus of the day and 

pray (even if briefly) around the topic of mercy. 

Third you are invited to join us on Wednesday nights at 7pm for a time of shared prayer. Use 

the zoom link on our website to enter just like you do for Sunday am. 

Our Lenten focus for today is taken from Chapter 19 of Max Lucado’s On Calvary’s Hill. The 

chapter is entitled Close to the Cross but Far from Christ.  

Lucado begins with the scripture from John 19:23-24. We referenced this scripture yesterday  

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one 

for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in 

one piece from top to bottom.24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by 

lot who will get it.” This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, “They 

divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.” So this is what the soldiers 

did. 

Today Rev Lucado focuses on the physical location of this event. The soldiers, debating whether 

to tear the seamless garment or decide by lot who gets the whole thing, are literally standing at 

the foot of the cross of Jesus the Christ.  

Is this not where we are called to be? At the foot of the cross? What safer place to be? What 

more holy place to be? I have heard it preached several times before that there is no ground 

more leveling that the ground at the foot of the cross. It is there, under the sacrifice of Jesus, 

where we are all equal – profoundly equally in need of God’s saving love and unending mercy 

and grace.  

And yet, Lucado suggests, sometimes we can spend a lot of time under the cross or close to the 

cross but far from our Christ. Sometimes we are under the cross or in church or around church 

conversation so long we become forgetful of the amazingly uncommon love of God.  

Epworth’s sanctuary is a beautiful place. And the clean architectural lines are drawn to literally 

carry your eye to the focal point of the altar – the large hanging empty cross. The altar table 

itself is set beneath the cross. And those of us on the altar - acolytes, choir, praise team, 

readers, organist/pianist are all often underneath the cross.  



But standing there does not necessarily mean we are close to Christ. Thankfully in this time of 

remote worship and social distancing we are learning that Christ is everywhere we call upon his 

name to be saved. We can be close to Christ and distant from the building and the large 

hanging cross. But we can also be close to the cross and far from Christ.  

Lucado writes (long before the COVID19 crisis) For the soldiers casting lots, the cross is 

forgotten. It makes me think of us. The religious. Those who claim heritage at the cross. I’m 

thinking of all of us. Every believer in the land. The stuffy. The loose. The strict. The simple. 

Upper Church. Lower Church. Spirit filled. Evangelical. Mystical. Literal. Cynical. Robes. Collars. 

Three piece suits. Born againers. Ameners. I’m thinking we are not so much unlike these soldiers. 

We too play games at the foot of the cross. We compete for members. We scramble for status. 

We deal our judgments and condemnations. Competition. Selfishness. Personal gain. It’s all 

there. So close to the cross yet so far from the blood. We are so close to the world’s most 

uncommon event, but we act like common crapshooters huddled in bickering groups and 

fighting over silly opinions.  

Mercy and grace can at times feel like such churchy words we hardly understand what they 

mean to us personally. I have heard it described that  

Grace: is the free and unmerited favor of God, as manifested in the salvation of sinners and the 

bestowal of blessings. ...There was nothing we could do to earn this salvation ourselves.  

Mercy: compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is within one's power to 

punish or harm. Mercy is a lesser punishment than deserved.  

The truth is we – like those soldiers distracted by Jesus’ robe – are often numb to the depth of 

God offers to us and hardened to really believing it is ours to accept.  

Under the cross of Jesus when we are close to HIM as our Christ (our Lord and Savior), His 

MERCY gives us a   

• pass 

• a lighter sentence 

• an acquittal even when we are guilty 

• a pardon over a debt owed 

• a new beginning 

• a freshness to start - like the newness of each morning light.  

With mercy we do not have to carry the burdens of yesterday into today. We start new. 



And with grace – the unmerited favor of God – we don’t have to hold the worries of tomorrow 

because the living Christ has promised to behold, cover, love and bless us into the future as 

well. 

The cross and a closeness with Jesus opens us up to gratitude and joy. We did not earn God’s 

mercy. We were gifted this next day. And we receive it with promise.  

And the cross and closeness with Jesus, the power of his mercy and grace and forgiveness lead 

us to show mercy to others. Because we have been forgiven and shown mercy, we can forgive. 

We can leave the pains of yesterday at the cross.  

Today as you seek to meditate on mercy and draw near to the living Christ, I pray that the 

peace of Christ and the power of HIS WAY will lead you and I through these days of trial. Jesus 

goes before us. He has already paid the price and opened the way. Let’s trust him.  


