
April 11, 2020 

Today our Spanish speaking community celebrates a service at 5pm through our zoom link on 

epworthunited.org entitled De la Espera a la ESPERANZA. JOIN US! 

The title of the service plays on the Spanish verb esperar which means to wait or to hope. 

Language has culture and culture has implicit deep understandings. This has been one of the 

gifts of the Spanish language and the Latin American culture to me 

 – there is hope in waiting and there is waiting in hope.  

Romans 8:24-25 has the same understanding reminding us: For in this hope we were 

saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already 

have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

Holy Saturday, the day after Jesus breathes his last is always a day of waiting. And for us, it is 

easier to be hopeful in the wait. But what about those first disciples who literally waited 

through the Sabbath with no knowledge of what was yet to come? They had to hope. It was all 

they had. For who hopes for what they already have? But when we hope for what we don’t 

have we must wait for it patiently.  

Max Lucado in Chapter 34 of On Calvary’s Hill reminds us that John, the beloved disciple, the 

best friend to Jesus, stayed close by. John 20:9 reminds us that John like the others “did not yet 

understand from the Scriptures that Jesus must rise from the dead.”  

 

John had to wait and to hope even in grief that Saturday.  

He had to wait and hope all day.  

He had to sit in the disorienting reality of losing control, of challenged dreams, of undesired 

endings…he simply had Saturday before him to be.  

Lucado says it beautifully. “ John did not know that Friday’s tragedy would be Sunday’s triumph. 

He did not know what you and I know. That’s why what he did on Saturday is so important. We 

don’t know anything about this day: we have no passage in scripture to read, no knowledge to 

share. All we know is this:  

When Sunday came, John was still present.  

When Mary Magdalene came looking for John, she found him…Jesus was dead…but John had 

not left him. Why? Was he waiting for resurrection? …Was he taking care of Jesus’ mother? 

...perhaps he didn’t have anywhere to go?... 

Or maybe, John lingered because he loved Jesus.  



To John, Jesus was a friend…and you don’t abandon a friend even when they’re dead….John 

had a habit of staying close to Jesus in the Upper Room, in the garden of Gethsemane, at the 

foot of the cross…he didn’t leave Jesus.  

Saturday between Good Friday and Easter Sunday is not a day unknown to many of us.  

In Spanish this is referred to as Sabado de Gloria. Saturday of Glory – the day in which we wait 

for the glory of the Lord to be revealed. These are also the last two days of our 21 days of 

prayer and fasting:  

Day 20, April 11: Wisdom and Discernment and Day 21, April 12: Praying to see the Glory of 

God 

Perhaps the Saturday between Good Friday and Easter Sunday is a great day to pray for wisdom 

and discernment. I certainly, have needed clearer eyes in days like today…. 

How many of us have seen and tasted death of those we love but not yet seen the full 

resurrection?  

How many of us are in days of trial and challenge waiting and hoping still for Easter light?  

Yes. Jesus has overcome sin and death. And his act years ago, frees us now in faith. But we still 

have quiet Saturdays when the next step is not clear, when the light has not dawned, when the 

world seems totally out of control.  

And we can learn a lot from Jesus’ friend John – who simply stayed.  

He simply was.  

This day I invite you to stay with it.  

Stay with your feelings.  

Stay with your faith.  

Stay with your God.  

Stay with your questions.  

Stay with your friend  

Stay with your church.  

 

Just Stay  

Wait  

And  



Hope  

Even when you don’t know the next faithful thing.  

Sometimes, waiting with Hope, is the most faithful act of all.  

 

Isaiah 40:31 They That Wait Upon The Lord, Shall Renew Their Strength, They Shall Mount Up 

with Wings of Eagles, They Shall Run and Not Be Weary, They shall Walk and not Faint.  

* 

Psalm 130:5 I wait for the LORD, my soul does wait, And in His word do I hope. 

* 

Psalm 33:20 Our soul waits for the LORD; He is our help and our shield. 

* 

Psalm 25:5 Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; For You I 

wait all the day. 

* 

Psalm 130:6 My soul waits for the Lord More than the watchmen for the morning; Indeed, more 

than the watchmen for the morning. 

* 

Psalm 52:9 I will give You thanks forever, because You have done it, And I will wait on Your 

name, for it is good, in the presence of Your godly ones. 

* 

Psalm 40:1 I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me and heard my cry. 

* 

Psalm 62:1, 5 My soul waits in silence for God only; From Him is my salvation. My soul, wait in 

silence for God only, For my hope is from Him. 


