
 
 
 

ARISE! Order of Worship 
September 26, 2021 

9am 

Welcome 

Introit Near to the Heart of God 
 Cathy Ruback on vocals, Mike Maher on piano 

Call to Worship  

We gather together in praise and worship of our Faithful God, 
because our help and hope rests always in the Lord our God. 
We bring our praises and thankful responses to our Saving God. 

Blessed be the Lord our God, who is our security and home, 
and whose mercy and grace frees us from all that traps us. 
Blessings, reverent honor and glory be to the Lord our God. 



We come together to praise worship our all-Powerful God, 
because we are confident of God’s generous care over us. 
Our eternal trust is in the name of the Lord our God, 
who is our Maker, our Savior, and our timeless Home. Amen. 

~ © 2012 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms", used with permission. 

Opening Hymn Come, Christians, Join to Sing (UMH#158) 
 Mike Maher 

Come, Christians, join to sing: 
Alleluia! Amen! 
loud praise to Christ our King: 
Alleluia! Amen! 
Let all, with heart and voice, 
before his throne rejoice; 
praise is his gracious choice. 
Alleluia! Amen! 

Come, lift your hearts on high: 
Alleluia! Amen! 
Let praises fill the sky: 
Alleluia! Amen! 
He is our guide and friend; 
to us he’ll condescend; 
his love shall never end: 
Alleluia! Amen! 

Praise yet the Lord again: 
Alleluia! Amen! 
Life shall not end the strain: 
Alleluia! Amen! 
On heaven’s blissful shore 
his goodness we’ll adore, 
singing forevermore: 
Alleluia! Amen! 

Opening Prayer 

Children’s Message 

  



Scripture Jeremiah 2:1-13 

The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem: 

“This is what the Lord says: 

“‘I remember the devotion of your youth, 
    how as a bride you loved me 
and followed me through the wilderness, 
    through a land not sown. 
3 Israel was holy to the Lord, 
    the firstfruits of his harvest; 
all who devoured her were held guilty, 
    and disaster overtook them,’” 
declares the Lord. 

4 Hear the word of the Lord, you descendants of Jacob, 
    all you clans of Israel. 

5 This is what the Lord says: 

“What fault did your ancestors find in me, 
    that they strayed so far from me? 
They followed worthless idols 
    and became worthless themselves. 
6 They did not ask, ‘Where is the Lord, 
    who brought us up out of Egypt 
and led us through the barren wilderness, 
    through a land of deserts and ravines, 
a land of drought and utter darkness, 
    a land where no one travels and no one lives?’ 
7 I brought you into a fertile land 
    to eat its fruit and rich produce. 
But you came and defiled my land 
    and made my inheritance detestable. 
8 The priests did not ask, 
    ‘Where is the Lord?’ 
Those who deal with the law did not know me; 
    the leaders rebelled against me. 
The prophets prophesied by Baal, 
    following worthless idols. 

9 “Therefore I bring charges against you again,” 
declares the Lord. 
    “And I will bring charges against your children’s children. 
10 Cross over to the coasts of Cyprus and look, 
    send to Kedar and observe closely; 
    see if there has ever been anything like this: 
11 Has a nation ever changed its gods? 
    (Yet they are not gods at all.) 



But my people have exchanged their glorious God 
    for worthless idols. 
12 Be appalled at this, you heavens, 
    and shudder with great horror,” 
declares the Lord. 
13 “My people have committed two sins: 
They have forsaken me, 
    the spring of living water, 
and have dug their own cisterns, 
    broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 

Scripture Jeremiah 3:12-22 
12 Go, proclaim this message toward the north: 

“‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the Lord, 
    ‘I will frown on you no longer, 
for I am faithful,’ declares the Lord, 
    ‘I will not be angry forever. 
13 Only acknowledge your guilt— 
    you have rebelled against the Lord your God, 
you have scattered your favors to foreign gods 
    under every spreading tree, 
    and have not obeyed me,’” 
declares the Lord. 

14 “Return, faithless people,” declares the Lord, “for I am your husband. I will choose you—
one from a town and two from a clan—and bring you to Zion. 15 Then I will give you 
shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding. 16 In 
those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in the land,” declares the Lord, 
“people will no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the Lord.’ It will never enter their 
minds or be remembered; it will not be missed, nor will another one be made. 17 At that 
time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the Lord, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem 
to honor the name of the Lord. No longer will they follow the stubbornness of their evil 
hearts. 18 In those days the people of Judah will join the people of Israel, and together they 
will come from a northern land to the land I gave your ancestors as an inheritance. 

19 “I myself said, 

“‘How gladly would I treat you like my children 
    and give you a pleasant land, 
    the most beautiful inheritance of any nation.’ 
I thought you would call me ‘Father’ 
    and not turn away from following me. 
20 But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, 
    so you, Israel, have been unfaithful to me,” 
declares the Lord. 



21 A cry is heard on the barren heights, 
    the weeping and pleading of the people of Israel, 
because they have perverted their ways 
    and have forgotten the Lord their God. 

22 “Return, faithless people; 
    I will cure you of backsliding.” 

“Yes, we will come to you, 
    for you are the Lord our God. 

Song of Preparation  Great is Thy Faithfulness (UMH#140) 
 Mike Maher 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Prayer of Preparation 



Scripture Jeremiah 4:1-10 

“If you, Israel, will return, 
    then return to me,” 
declares the Lord. 
“If you put your detestable idols out of my sight 
    and no longer go astray, 
2 and if in a truthful, just and righteous way 
    you swear, ‘As surely as the Lord lives,’ 
then the nations will invoke blessings by him 
    and in him they will boast.” 

3 This is what the Lord says to the people of Judah and to Jerusalem: 

“Break up your unplowed ground 
    and do not sow among thorns. 
4 Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, 
    circumcise your hearts, 
    you people of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
or my wrath will flare up and burn like fire 
    because of the evil you have done— 
    burn with no one to quench it. 

5 “Announce in Judah and proclaim in Jerusalem and say: 
    ‘Sound the trumpet throughout the land!’ 
Cry aloud and say: 
    ‘Gather together! 
    Let us flee to the fortified cities!’ 
6 Raise the signal to go to Zion! 
    Flee for safety without delay! 
For I am bringing disaster from the north, 
    even terrible destruction.” 

7 A lion has come out of his lair; 
    a destroyer of nations has set out. 
He has left his place 
    to lay waste your land. 
Your towns will lie in ruins 
    without inhabitant. 
8 So put on sackcloth, 
    lament and wail, 
for the fierce anger of the Lord 
    has not turned away from us. 

9 “In that day,” declares the Lord, 
    “the king and the officials will lose heart, 



the priests will be horrified, 
    and the prophets will be appalled.” 

10 Then I said, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! How completely you have deceived this people and 
Jerusalem by saying, ‘You will have peace,’ when the sword is at our throats!” 

Sermon  What Separates You from God? 
 Broken cisterns and gods made with human hands 
 Rev. Jennifer Fenner 

Pastoral Prayer 

Song of Response Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling (UMH#348) 
 Mike Maher 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 
see, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

Come home, come home; 
you who are weary come home; 
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, O sinner, come home! 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? 

Come home, come home; 
you who are weary come home; 
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, O sinner, come home! 

Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing, 
passing from you and from me; 
shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming, 
coming for you and for me. 

Come home, come home; 
you who are weary come home; 
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, O sinner, come home! 

Invitation to Offering 



Welcoming of Visitors and Invitation to Review Announcements  

Closing Song  Amazing Grace (UMH#378) 
 Mike Maher 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be, 
as long as life endures. 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 

Benediction Prayer and Dismissal with Blessing  

 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WINTER COAT DRIVE 

We are entering the fall season. School is now in session and children and youth with identified 
needs benefit from jackets we provide. Last year we used our large food distribution list to provide 
jackets. This year we will continue with partners we have made and partners we have had for many 
years. Jackets will be collected for: 

• Rosemont Elementary School Linkages to Learning Program 
• Forest Oak Middle School Linkages to Learning Program 
• Ana Brito Foundation students in need 
• Select few families from Cider Mill Apartments (as Identified with Safe Places) 
• Some families from Mujer Fuerza y Coraje 
• And some individuals identified by the pastoral team (If your family personally has need, 

please contact one of the three pastors) 

We have learned that collecting money and ordering jackets in bulk is more cost effective. We 
therefore ask you to consider making a contribution. Jackets run (on average) 20 dollars a jacket at a 
minimum. Please consider this amount when making your contribution  

Contributions should be marked Local School Kids Outreach so that it goes directly to this effort. We 
plan to distribute coats by the end of October with funds raised by Sunday October 16. Please do 
consider this need. Stay tune for days you can help pack jackets in bags. Blessings and thank you for 
your continued support to our community. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

We are happy to announce there will be a SPARKS Children's Moment during the 9am and 12:30pm 
worship services. Children will come to the sanctuary with their family and be invited to join SPARKS 
Sunday School after the Children's Moment. After Sunday School, children will return to the 
sanctuary with their family to share the end of worship. 

Beginning this week, SPARKS Sunday School will move to 10:30am with both in-person and virtual 
attendance. This will replace the virtual Sunday School at 11:45am. Please use the Children's Sunday 
School button on the website to join. 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY – ONE SERVICE 

Next Sunday, October 3 we will take part in World Communion Sunday with our brothers and sisters 
around the globe. Join us in-person or online at 11am for this special bilingual service. 

A FEW ITEMS 

• Pastor Jen and Pastor Tammi take Tuesdays as sabbath. They will be unavailable to 
participate in meetings, take calls or meet with individuals. Pastoral emergencies should be 
emailed to Richarde Nouboueke at misericordia73@gmail.com   

• Pastor Jen will be unavailable for calls or new meetings next week. Please contact one of the 
other pastors or wait till the following week.  

• We want to offer a HUGE THANK YOU to all those who turned out last weekend with little 
notice. The kitchen and the preschool storage areas have been cleaned. WE ARE GRATEFUL 
for those who are so willing to step up to need. 

mailto:misericordia73@gmail.com


LIFE GROUPS RESUME 

Fall is always a great opportunity to re-commit to growing in faith. The next weeks you will see 
videos featuring individuals who have grown through a small Life Group Study. Epworth has begun a 
church-wide study on Jeremiah. Jeremiah is known as the weeping prophet. The book of Jeremiah 
gives us deep biblical insight into HOPE in the midst of challenging times. Life Group signups are 
open on the website and you are sure to find a group that fits your schedule. Most groups are still 
remote, though some with fully vaccinated individuals, are meeting in person. English groups will be 
using the book, Jeremiah: A 12-Week Study by Matthew S. Harmon. Some books will be available at 
Epworth for $10 each, or you may purchase yourself.  

SAVE THE DATES 

• Monday, October 11 at 7pm will be our Church Conference with our new District 
Superintendent, Rev. Dawn Hand. 

• Saturday October 30 Epworth will celebrate Pumpkin Fest outside 9-11am. Details will 
follow. Mark your calendars for safe outdoor fun!   

• Join us Sunday November 7 for Nature’s Spirit, a concert by PERI Trio premiering new works, 
the largest being written by our own Eric Paździora! More info coming soon. 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

Servant helpers are needed Sundays starting at 1:30 through 5:00pm. Individuals to unload the 
delivery truck are still needed Saturday morning between 8:30 and 10am. Please sign up on the 
website if you are able to help. 

COMPUTER AND ENGLISH CLASSES 

Registration for English classes is now open on the Ana A Brito Foundation website, aabfi.org. 
Classes will be held via ZOOM.  

We are also accepting a small number of students for in-person computer classes, Mondays and 
Tuesdays from 6 to 7:30pm. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Sunday worship, both online and in person, can’t happen without the work of many individuals like 
you! Can you help with tech support at the 9am or 12:30 service? Contact Lilly Otolo at 
sprlilly@hotmail.com. Can you be an in-person host? Contact Pastor Jen at Jennifer.Fenner@eumc-
md.org or Denise at Denise.Anderson@eumc-md.org 

No experience? No problem! Training is available!   

EXPERIENCING SOUND ISSUES? 

Mixing sound for multiple platforms is not easy. Going forward we will be prioritizing sound in the 
sanctuary and on YouTube. If you are experiencing sound issues in Zoom please go to 
youtube.com/EpworthProductions.  

PRAYER MINISTRY  

Join us for prayer in English Wednesdays 6am and Thursdays 6:30pm led by Rev. Jen Fenner.  

http://aabfi.org/
mailto:Jennifer.Fenner@eumc-md.org
mailto:Jennifer.Fenner@eumc-md.org
mailto:Denise.Anderson@eumc-md.org
http://youtube.com/


EPWORTH PODCAST – TRANSFORMED BY FAITH TODAY can be heard on 5 public platforms 
accessed via 
anchor.fm/eumc-podcast-eng for English 
anchor.fm/eumc-podcast-esp for Spanish 

 

https://anchor.fm/eumc-podcast-eng
https://anchor.fm/eumc-podcast-esp

