
 

March 28, 2020 

Prayer Focus Day 6 of 21 Days of Prayer and Fasting : Forgiveness 

Dear community of faith  

I write this devotional far later in the day than I intended; perhaps too late for you to focus. 

Believe me, I understand. Mornings are usually my most productive time (ask anyone who 

knows!) 

Yet, tonight as I write, I find myself with things to say and gratitude flowing from my heart. And 

I pray that God will use the devotional even now for God’s glory.  

First, for all those who prayed last night and today I am grateful to God that little 2 year old Eva 

is recovering from ear infections at home! She has a body temperature that has stabilized and a 

grandmother who thanks God for the way He used Epworth and other prayer warriors to fill her 

family with the peace that passes understanding. To GOD BE THE GLORY! 

Second, I am grateful today for leadership and staff who have walked beside me and beside you 

in tireless ways over the last 2 weeks. It is not easy to pivot an entire ministry platform to 

virtual overnight! There are challenges, unknowns, miscommunications, disagreements – but 

when there is the Spirit of God – there is also love and joy and peace and patience and 

kindness. And new challenges also present new opportunities that bring out the skill and gifting 

of so many. I am grateful that so many of you have poured them out to God through Epworth in 

these days…. 

I am grateful to those who are part of the calling team who have started reaching out to our 

members 60 and over!  

I am grateful to preschool, children and youth ministries who are finding new creative ways to 

reach children and support parents in this time. (Check out our Facebook and EPK Facebook 

pages.) 

I am grateful that many of those calling are 60+, passing requests for food or medicine or 

prayers to others in the church who can use their gifts.  

I am thankful for our growing list of medical personnel and for the ability to pray diligently for 

those on the front lines 



I am grateful that 24 people joined in prayer together on Wednesday night at 7pm. I am 

grateful that God speaks every language including the language of our hearts when our prayers 

are more like groans – deeper than words.  

I am grateful for the ways that some are learning to use online giving perhaps through the 

posted instructional video we have, to make contributions of tithes and offerings to our much 

needed general operating funds and special gifts to the Pastors Discretionary Fund for those in 

need.  

I am grateful that the Lords Table continues to serve bagged lunches out of Epworth’s kitchen. 

Considered an essential business, this ministry is beautiful. A board member wrote me 

yesterday:  

I am pleased to report the Lord’s Table Board has elected to continue the Brown Bag Program 

thru the end of May. So far this week, we have served 252 sandwiches in 126 brown bags - an 

average of 31 guests/day. This is an approximate 35% increase over last week’s guest numbers, 

and the numbers may well increase as we go forward. We very much appreciate the support you 

are providing, and will keep you informed! 

I am grateful for a staff that continues to serve and believe and love even in challenging 

financial times.  

Finally I am grateful to our God who is teaching and moving in so many ways during this time. 

As one of our executive leaders said today – let us not be so focused on all around us – that we 

miss what God is doing and saying in our midst.  

The devotional today focuses on Chapter 23 of Max Lucado’s book On Calvary’s Hill. Seemingly 

perfectly timed with our prayer focus for today – this chapter is entitled The Cross.  

Rev Lucado begins suggesting that signs of the cross are all around. They are on our necks, on 

the top of our building, on our walls in our homes and in our sanctuary. The cross is a universal 

symbol of Christianity. And odd choice, that a tool of torture would come to embody a 

movement of hope. 

And yet if we serve a God who can use all things for good for those who love the Lord (Romans 

8:28) – could he not also use what the enemy meant for harm – for our good?  

In Genesis 50:20 we hear the very verse that was quoted by one of you closing our Wednesday 

evening time of prayer together:  

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this 

present result, to preserve many people alive. 



The enemy could mean this disease for evil – but God will use all things for good if we 

surrender.  

The enemy desired the cross to shame the King of Kings. God used it for good, to overcome the 

world! 

Lucado continues 

Why is the cross a symbol of our faith? To find the answer look no further than the cross itself. 

Its design could not be simpler. One beam horizontal – the other vertical. One reaches out – like 

God’s love. The other reaches up – like God’s holiness. One represents the width of his love; the 

other reflects the height of his holiness. The cross is the intersection. The cross is where God 

forgave his children without lowering his standards.  

At Epworth I have heard your former Connect lead share that the cross represents the 

importance of both connections. We must connect upward with our God who hung on the 

cross for our sins. And we must connect vertically with our brothers and sisters with whom we 

are in relationship. It is in 1 John that we hear – we cannot love God and hate our brothers and 

sisters…when we live in hate we can’t truly know God.  

In these days of challenge we must focus our eyes on the love of God and our love of neighbor.  

And neither happens without the power of forgiveness.  

God’s holiness cannot be in the presence of our sin if NOT FOR JESUS’ cleansing, forgiving act 

on the cross.  

And we cannot be in fellowship with our brothers and sisters – let alone be the body of Christ – 

if we are not constantly humbled by the gift of forgiveness in our own life and our need to 

forgive.  

Tonight as you close your eyes –  

Be comforted by the peace that comes from His forgiving love.  

Be covered by the assurance that even what the enemy intends for evil, God can use for good.  

Be renewed in the conviction that through the gift of the cross we can be made right with God 

and with each other – each and every day.  

And be filled with praise and gratitude that the very symbol of torture and death has become a 

sign of hope around our neck as we believe that God transforms all things for his glory when we 



give them to him. God put the wrong on Him who never did anything wrong, so that we could 

be put right with God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 

Romans 8 speaks loudly tonight  

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 

revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will 

of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage 

to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to 

the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 

inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in 

this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they 

already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray 

for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our 

hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance 

with the will of God. 

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. 31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is 

for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—

how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge 

against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who 

condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the 

right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 

As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

BE ENCOURAGED EPWORTH. There is much to be thankful for. Let us not miss what God is 

doing among us even in these days! 


