
March 26, 2020 

Today I am grateful to be held.  

These are hard times: 

• times when we want touch. 

• times when we want to reach for a hand to hold 

• times when we want to know we are not forgotten, but forever written on the hearts 

and hands of those we love.  

• times when we want face to face conversations.  

• times when we want arms to wrap us up and keep us safe  

But God has already responded. God knows what we need before we even know to ask…. 

For I, the Lord your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Fear not, I 

am the one who helps you.” (Isaiah 41:13) 

Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands. (Isaiah 49:16) 

I give (you) eternal life, and (you) will never perish, and no one will snatch (you) 

out of my hand (John 10:28)  

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 

you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10)  

We are held. Even when it is easier to feel God’s love through a human hand – God’s hand is 

still holding tight. God’s promises are powerful. WE ARE NOT ALONE.  

And GOD IS WITH US, not just as PRESENCE, but God is literally  

• holding our hand,  

• writing us into the nail marked palms of His hands,  

• protecting us in His hand from any who would seek to snatch us away,  

• strengthening us and helping us and upholding us in his POWERFUL RIGHT HAND! 

It bears repeating in times like this, when social distancing can feel like isolation, 

we are not alone. And perhaps that is the greatest promise God ever makes us 

on this earth and in eternity. 



Today we turn to chapter 21 of Max Lucado’s On Calvary’s Hill with a specific focus on one of 

the thieves hanging beside Jesus our Christ. In Luke 23 we hear that one of God’s most 

powerful promises, is a promise to forever be with the thief who calls out to Him and to forever 

be with us when we call upon his name.  

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the 

same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this 

man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 

your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

paradise.” Luke 23:40-43 

What powerful words – Jesus, remember me! 

Jesus don’t forget me in these times! 

Jesus, don’t forsake me even if I get afraid, even if I have wandered and now return to you in 

crisis. Jesus remember me.  

Times of Crisis – like when the thief hung on the cross facing his own death – are often the 

times we return to God. And sometimes we can feel extraordinarily guilty – Lord its only when I 

am aware of my need that I look to you.  

Last night in our time of prayer, I was grateful for those who prayed that this time of challenge 

would be what God uses to bring others to closer relationship with Him. When social distancing 

lifts and life returns to normal, Lord let there be a new harvest of souls, a renewed fire in our 

souls, for you and your presence in our life.  

Sometimes we can become judgmental of ourselves or others – minimizing the worth of 

returning to God at the last minute (like the thief), in times of need (like this nation), in times of 

convenience (when we have more time on our hands) but the amazing thing about God’s love is 

that all God sees is our return! 

Like the Father who runs to hug the prodigal son, like the shepherd that leaves the 99 sheep for 

the one that is lost, God continually reminds us that In the same way, there is more joy in 

heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others 

who are righteous and haven’t strayed away! (Luke 15:7) 

It’s because, in truth, we have all sinned, strayed and are in need of being brought home. Max 

Lucado writes,  



Jesus love does not depend on what we do for him. (I would add, Jesus’ love does not depend 

on whether we feel close to Him.) Not at all. In the eyes of the King, you have value simply 

because you are. (You were written on the nail pierced palms of His Hands. He is the one who 

will always faithfully remember you.) You don’t have to look nice or perform well. Your value is 

inborn. And it makes me smile, because I know I don’t deserve love like that. None of us do. All 

of us – even the purest of us – deserve heaven as much as that thief on the cross. All of us are 

signing on Jesus’ credit – not ours.  

Our prayer focus for Day 4 is Examining our Hearts and seeing our unrevealed sin. Perhaps 

there is more unrevealed in our hearts that we realize. Perhaps today as we long to be held we 

will cry out to the one who always comes running when we return. Perhaps as we encounter 

the sin within our hearts we will not turn away but rather yield to Him anew in amazing 

gratitude.  

Amazing grace how great the sound that saved a wretch like me. I once was lost 

but now am found, was blind but now I see.  

Romans 10:13 reminds us “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.” 

Lord search our hearts, reveal the sin within us that keeps us from seeing you, 

Hold us. Save us. Remember us this day! We need you and we trust you. Amen  

May the road rise up to meet you. 

May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face; 

the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, 

may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 


