
 

Saturday, March 21, 2020 

Greetings Beloved Epworth on this Saturday.  

I pray as you awaken to a new day, you continue to fix your eyes 

upon Jesus and trust His mercy among us now.  

I love the fact that we are entering spring. The cherry blossoms, 

the birds, and the cool March breeze have become the highlights 

of my days. And while they do not abate the COVID 19 crisis, they 

remind me of our Creator God who is still so beautifully present 

among us. God is speaking in the whisper of the wind that can still 

touch our face! God is present in the fragrance of fresh blooms 

and the song of birds that still echoes in my heart. Even in crisis 

there is beauty if I let my heart focus on just what IS right now. 

Give yourself permission to see the beauty right before you this 

day! Breathe deep – and listen - God is alive and with us! 

Our ministry teams have been hard at work transitioning the way 

we serve – but never changing the reason. Jesus is our ROCK and 

our SALVATION. We as the church are his disciples and our call to 

be the hands and feet of Christ in such a time as this is real. Don’t 

despair Epworth – God has purpose right now! Give yourself 

permission to believe that God can bring purpose out of this 

challenge as we remember to be family, to connect with each 

other, and to serve beyond the walls of a building. That is who 



we were as Christians in the earliest and arguably most powerful 

days of our faith! 

In the midst of challenge we must be FED by GOD’S word and 

ENCOURAGED in FAITH. Please review the below e-blast for many 

ways that you can join in online discipleship and ways you can 

serve! Honestly these are important! 

- Online worship every Sunday 10am English; 12noon 

Spanish (click website link)  

- Online Zoom Prayer service Wednesdays at 7pm (click 

website link) 

- Children’s zoom hang out on Wednesdays at 9am(click 

website link) 

- Youth led encouragement calls to members Tuesdays 1-

3pm 

- Volunteers needed for calling team to connect via phone 

with our community 60+ as part of grocery delivery for 

those who need 

- GGYM Friday Night hang Out 6:30pm via zoom (special link 

provided to youth) 

- Youth Faith Reflection via Google Hangout Sunday 11:15 

- Children Sunday School via zoom Sunday 11:15 (click 

website link) 

- Daily Pastor Lenten Devotional and podcast en español  

- Life Groups that continue and new groups for those not 

already connected. (special zoom links provided)  

- One new group starting this Thursday at 12noon (contact 

PJen if you are interested) (click website link to enter) 

- Prayer requests accepted via link on website and in 

worship  

- Donations accepted to Pastor Discretionary Fund for those 

in need 

- Volunteers needed to pack bags with the Soup Kitchen M-F 

11:30am  



We continue through this season of Lent, perhaps more aware 

than ever of how much we need the work of Jesus Christ. We 

need the promise of resurrection in the midst of pain and 

suffering. We need a Savior. Amazingly more than ½ of the 

written text of the gospels follows these days prior to Jesus’ 

arrest, death, burial, and resurrection. This Lenten journey is 

IMPORANT my friends. Let’s not miss what God is saying 

Today we focus on chapter 17 of Max Lucado’s On Calvary’s Hill. 

Chapter 17 focuses on the sign that was hung above Jesus’ head 

as he was crucified.  

So they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by himself, he went 

out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is 

called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two 

others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also 

had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of 

Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this 

inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was 

near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in 

Greek. 21 Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not 

write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the 

Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

John 19:17-22 

Focusing on verses 19-20 we see that Pilate intentionally placed a 

sign above Jesus’ head to tell a story – a public story – about the 

prisoner who hung there. JESUS Of NAZARETH – KING of the 

JEWS. The religious leaders wanted it changed (ever been in a 

church meeting that devolves into wordsmithing…? That is this) 

“No,” the religious people argued. The sign should show that he 

thought he was king of the Jews. Pilate was uninterested in edits. 

But he was interested in how many people could read the sign he 

hung.  



Rev. Max Lucado suggests that perhaps the most interesting part 

of this sign was the decision to write in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.  

As pastor of a bi-lingual church I can attest to the fact that 

multilingual communication takes time and effort – and only 

makes sense if there is a reason. At Epworth our reason is that we 

are one – every tribe, every tongue (or language), every nation. 

The message stretches across boundaries with its power and that 

is worth every effort! 

Pilate also wanted the message heard by many but for different 

reasons. Better that all the world would see the craziness of a 

man who claimed to be king now hanging on a cross as a prisoner. 

Lucado reminds us that each language used represented a 

different sector 

Hebrew was the language of the religious community. It was the 

language of faith. This was so the Jewish community could see the 

failure of this messiah. 

Latin was the language of the Roman empire. It was the language 

of power, of status, of government and of law. This was Pilate’s 

community. The Latin writing stood as a witness that the powers 

of this world had supposedly triumphed over this silly prophet. 

Greek was the language of culture. It was the language of art and 

poetry and philosophy and a quest for truth and beauty and 

meaning. This was so that others could see the life, the way that 

had been offered was really a dead end – finishing in real death 

on a cross. 

The more who understood Jesus’ failure the better. – JESUS of 

NAZARETH – KING OF THE JEWS.  

And yet God.  



God who takes every situation, every evil, every intent and can 

use it for his glory.  

And YET GOD. God uses the public spectacle of Jesus’ suffering 

and death communicated in multiple languages to set up a wide 

audience who would later come to see and believe in his 

resurrection triumph. The more who see – the better. The deeper 

his pain and suffering – the stronger the witness to God’s love for 

humanity. God used Pilate’s evil for God’s purposes. God always 

can! 

In this context Rev. Max Lucado asks an important question – IN 

WHAT LANGUAGE do YOU HEAR THE MESSAGE of JESUS’ LOVE?  

How must God write God’s love story for you to hear the 

message of truth? 

Is it Hebrew? Or Latin? Or Greek?  

Or perhaps not so literal –  

Do you hear God in the beauty of Spring that is opening – as I do?  

Do you hear God in the power of scripture now that you finally 

have time at home to read it?  

Do you hear God in the witness of those who are taking care of 

their neighbors?  

Do you hear God in stillness?  

Do you hear God at all…or have we stopped listening?  

There is so much information being thrown at us daily. There is so 

much pressure. There is so much fear and every step we take 

seems to require a new level of decision making.  

So are we listening for God’s lead?  

I personally find that if I don’t force myself to quiet – I stop 

listening.  



And when I stop listening for God it is very hard to remain focused 

on HIM.  

And when I am not focused on him 1,000 fears overtake my heart.  

Until  

I  

Stop  

Again  

And listen – for the voice that brings me home.  

Speaking in the language of the trees 

Speaking in the language of silence  

Speaking in the language of love  

IT IS GOD 

My GOD 

Our much, much needed SAVIOR -  the one who has overcome sin 

and death (and the disease that accompanies it)  

This day – as we consider the message of the cross that God used 

to speak to Hebrews, and Greeks, and Romans – to men and 

women alike – to Jews and to Gentiles like us – let us consider the 

universal message of God right now.  

Do not be afraid – I am with you! As God said to Joshua  in Joshua 

1:9 - Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do 

not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will 

be with you wherever you go.” 

Let us open our ears to hear today! 

God is speaking.  

et us be strong and courageous  

Let us not be afraid or discouraged 

Let us trust the LORD OUR GOD is WITH US and SPEAKING 

wherever we may GO! 

See you tomorrow for worship – Epworth…. 


