
April 9, 2020  

Today is Holy Thursday, often called Maundy Thursday taken from the Latin word mandatum – or 

command.  

Did you know Jesus’ final command to his disciples?  

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples,  Jesus as quoted in John 13: 34-35 

Later in John 15 – we hear  Jesus say …greater love has no one than this – but to lay down his life for 

his friends.  

The command to love and the illustration of laying down life for those we love is both simple and 

difficult.  

God laid down his life for you and I on the cross.  

And we are mandated to love others as God has loved us.  

• To put others interests before our own  

• To sacrifice time and money and what we value to serve others 

• To see with eyes of compassion  

• To give without counting the cost 

• To yield to what God wants to do with us, not what we want to do with ourselves. 

Max Lucado’s chapter 33 of On Calvary’s Hill focuses on Romans 6:9-10 

9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion 

over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

Death does not have power over Christ, or those who claim him. 

Christ died to sin as a once and forever act. God did for us what we could not do. It’s done. It’s finished. 

It is a gift of love to receive and our lives to pour out in thankful response.  

Because now Christ lives among us and in us.  

And In John 13 he suggests that the truest way to know if we know him – is if there is LOVE in our life.  

CHRIST’S Life is UNTO GOD and our life is unto CHRIST’S LOVE.  

For what do you live?   

What is truly worth it to you in this world or the next? 

For whom would you give your life?  
Is there LOVE? 
 



This holy Thursday may we take the clearest command God gives and live in Christ’s love; understanding 

that this love is not a feeling, it is a way of being. It is a decision to lay down our lives for those Jesus’ 

places before us as friends!  

17 Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him. John 3:17 

 


